November, 2011 – December 15, 2011

Brief report on situation with xenophobia, racism and intolerance in Russian Federation.


In November 2011 a number of different trends that have been observed during the year became evident. However, the events of the last days of November are inextricably linked with the elections to the State Duma on December 4 and therefore it is logical to cover both the tendencies right before the election and right after. 


Traditionally, November marks the show of nationalist forces on the occasion of National Unity Day, celebrated on November 4. This year, in Moscow the "Russian march" on November 4 in Lublino has gathered some six thousand participants under anti-migrant, anti-Muslim and anti-Caucasian slogans, as well as slogans for healthy lifestyle and against the policies of state authorities.
 Besides the Moscow event, a variety of activities (in the form of marches, rallies, carrying the cross processions and pickets) took place in nearly half of the regions of Russia (as estimated by SOVA Center). There is data on nationalist events taking place in 39 cities, with the most numerous manifestations taking place in Volgograd (1000 participants), Novosibirsk, St. Petersburg, Stavropol, Kirov, Perm (300 participants)
.


The second half of November was relatively quiet in terms of public activities of extreme right groups as the large actions were planned for the post-election period. Yet, a murder of a citizen of Nigeria in Moscow, whose body was found Nov. 22, was recorded int that period. The investigation sees the racist motive for killing as the main version.


Anti-tajik campaign caught wide attention
 in that period, organized by the Russian authorities in response to the conviction of a Russian pilot in Tajikistan.
 The campaign was declared by President Dmitry Medvedev "asymmetrical response" to that verdict and led to   deportations of Tajik migrants, an informational campaign in major media outlets, hate statements by a number of Russian political figures and threats to ban the entry of Tajik labor migrants to Russia. On November 16 the court in Tajikistan has changed the sentence and released the pilot. As a result, mass deportations didn't occur (according to the Migration Service of the Tajik Republic, about 50 citizens of Tajikistan were deported from Russia from Nov. 11 to 16), despite the fact that today in Russia there are more than one million citizens of Tajikistan, and remittances coming to Tajikistan from Russia exceed the entire GDP of this Central Asia Republic.
.


After rapid reaction from the Tajik authorities, the level of hostility significantly decreased and the whole incident faded away from the media attention. The whole situation served as a measuring stick for the potential of nationalist mobilization in the society, especially in relation to migrants from Central Asia, most of whom are low-skilled workers and Muslims and are ordinary targets of a high level of xenophobia. That's there the distinction can be found with the similar anti-Georgian campaign of 2008 campaign, caused by military operations and promoting the image of all Georgians as enemies. One can also suggest,that the authorities were trying to show nationalists, that they are ready for tough measures in an attempt to court nationalist sentiments for the parliamentary elections.


According to SOVA Center another addition to the Federal list of extremist organizations was made in November with Interregional public organization "Movement Against Illegal Immigration" (DPNI in Russian) declared extremist by the decision of the Moscow Regional Court on April 18, 2011 and confirmed by the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation on 09.08.2011. In the previous years DPNI has served as one of the main instigators of anti-migrant sentiment in the Russian society and a political cover for various nationalist groups.


Pre-election situation clearly showed the willingness of leading political forces to rely on nationalist sentiments in the society for the sake of getting votes. Most clearly benefitting from it was the Liberal Democratic Party, but the "United Russia" also did not refuse nationalist rhetoric in the pursuit of an absolute majority, trying to find common ground with the Congress of Russian Communities.
 . Both these parties tried to fight for the votes of nationalists, who in this election has taken up different positions. It is worth noting harsh statements coming from President Medvedev about "boorish nationalist rhetoric", which is unacceptable in the parliamentary elections, aimed primarily against the use of the Liberal Democratic Party slogan: "We are for the Russians"
.


Оппозиционные настроения среди националистов,  пожалуй, единственное, что их объединяло: Объединение “Русские”  считает недопустинмым голосовать для своих сторонников только за «Единую Россию», а «Русский образ» предлагагал в день выборов вписать в бюллетени «Партию русских националистов», вычеркнув остальные, сфотографировать бланк и прислать на адрес  сайта движения. 


Opposition sentiments were perhaps among few things that united the nationalists: The association "Russians" (“Russkie”) has declared unacceptable for its supporters to vote for "United Russia" and the "Russian Obraz" (“Russky Obraz”) has offered to write in on the ballot "the Party of Russian nationalists" and send pictures of it to the site of the movement.


After the election, on December 4 nationalist groups held some actions to protest the results. And if the December 4, those actions have been dispersed with force just like the actions by liberal groups, already by December 10, nationalist forces joined the common civil protest, becoming part of many thousands that rallied on Bolotnaya square in Moscow. A single speaker from the nationalists by Konstantin Krylov was met with disapproval by the audience. However, no clashes happened between nationalists and other groups (including antifa) that were present on Bolotnaya. On December 11 a series of manifestations by nationalists took place in memory of the year anniversary of events on Manezhenaya Square in 2010. There was almost no media coverage of those actions and they gathered somewhat around 300 people, as estimated by  "Sova" Center.

�	http://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/racism-nationalism/2011/11/d22942/


�	http://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/racism-nationalism/2011/11/d22954/


�	http://www.avesta.tj/goverment/10298-rossiyskie-pravozaschitniki-trebuyut-prekratit-pozornuyu-antitadzhikskuyu-kampaniyu.html


�	http://lenta.ru/news/2011/11/09/home/


�	http://www.lenta.ru/articles/2011/11/22/pilots/


�	http://vybor-naroda.org/stovyborah/7763-alyans-partii-vlasti-s-legalnymi-nacionalistami-ne-slozhilsya-v-den-narodnogo-edinstva-edinaya-rossiya-vstretilas-s-kongressom-russkih-obschin.html


�	http://lenta.ru/news/2011/11/21/khams/


�	http://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/racism-nationalism/2011/12/d23226/





