Brief report on situation with xenophobia, racism and intolerance in Russian Federation.
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The second half of December was marked by consolidation of opposition forces. One of the key issues for the opposition was the question of possible participation of nationalists on equal terms in the rallies "For Fair Elections," that gathered an unprecedented for modern Russia number of participants. One of the opposition leaders Alexei Navalny, a blogger that made his name fighting corruption is known for his sympathy for the nationalists. Despite resistance from the liberal part of the organizing committee of the rally "For Fair Elections" in Moscow, the position of Navalny gained more supporters in the Steering Committee. Analyst Valery Morozov, describing the meeting of the committee in Moscow, has concluded that a bet on Navalny as the leader has determined the general course of events and let to the distribution of forces in such a way that the nationalists now have more opportunities to participate in the protests on an equal footing with representatives of other political forces.
 According to the SOVA Center,  on December 24 out of the total number of protesters (at least 70,000 people) from 500 to 1000 have participated under imperial nationalist flags. Also noticed were about 15-20 people from the "St. Vladimir Brotherhood" (Moscow RONS Russian All-National Union) and about 20 people from the forum "Wolnica" (close to the "Left Front" group).  Among notable nationalists at the rally were Vladimir Tor and Konstantin Krylov (Russian Public Movement - ROD), Vladimir Ermolaev (Movements "Russians"). Ermolaev along with Sergei Udaltsov (Left Front), whose speech was broadcasted on the screen, proposed a "National Salvation Committee" voluntarily appointing Alexei Navalny as its head.
 During the rally nationalists attempted to gain the microphone, but their actions were stopped by the police and other participants. According to Levada center poll only 6% of participants considered themselves as supporters of “national-patriotic” political views and the majority declared themselves as sharing liberal and democratic political views
.


A similar situation developed in the other regions: Murmansk, Nizhny Novgorod, Samara, Saratov, Smolensk, Sochi, Syktyvkar, Tambov Ulyanovsk, Tomsk, etc.
  In St. Petersburg, about two thousand people gathered under imperial flags near the stage of the opposition rally at the Sakharov Square and then tried to break through the barrier. Representative of the Russian imperial movement Nikolai Bondarik was allowed to speak. In Volgograd, a city-wide rally was attended by about 100 nationalists embarked with imperial flags.  The event was attended by activists from “Narodnoe Opolchenie Minina I Pozharskogo” (NOMP – People's Army of Minin and Pozharsky), "Russkyi Sobor" and activists from the organization committee of Volgograd "Russian march".  In Voronezh, the following organizations were seen: the Russian All-National Union (RONS), the Union of Russian People (SRN), NOMP. One of the main moderators at the rally was L.Koroteev, head of the regional branch of the Union of Russian People.  In Novosibirsk, one of the organizers and speakers was Rostislav Antonov from ROD-Novosibirsk. During a rally in Novosibirsk,a gay activist who has come to the rally with the symbols of the LGBT movement was attacked.
 


December, the registration of candidates for the presidency of the Russian Federation for March 2012 election has started. In particular during all of December the process carried out of refusing the group of voters to nominate Boris Mironov. The reason for refusal were anti-Semitic views of the candidate, whose book "Verdict to those Killing Russia" (Moscow, 2005) was declared extremist and included in the Federal list of Extremist Materials" in April 2010.  However, on December 26 it became known that the Supreme Court has overturned the decision of the Central Election Commission to refuse registration.
 


The CEC also refused to register groups of voters, established to support the nominations of the leader of the "Other Russia" Eduard Limonov (Savenko) and head of the organization "Voenno-Derzhavny Souyz” (Military Imperial Union) Leonid Ivashov. The registration was also denied to Nikolai Levashov, whose book "Russia in Distorted Mirror-glass" was recognized as extremist by Obninsk towncourt in the Kaluga region in April 2010
 and was included  in the Federal list of extremist materials". 

 
The second half of December was a quiet period in the activities of  militant nationalists. Media has recorded only one attack: on December 27 in Moscow an Indian citizen Vinad Kumar
 was hospitalized with a brain injury. The fight on December 17 in the Moscow night club “Vozduh” ("Air") according to various estimates is attributed to either  Nazi-skinheads or is presented as a conflict provoked by the guards with nationalistic sentiment with attendees of the concert, holding anti-fascist views
.


As far as the prosecution of right-wing propaganda and violence goes, according to the SOVA center the second half of December 2011 was marked by at least two convictions for racist violence, which took into account the hate motive – in Tula
 and in Habarovsk
.In these processes three men were convicted and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. Three sentences in the second half of December 2011 were given for xenophobic propaganda under article 282 of the Criminal Code
.: in Murmansk
, Novgorod
 and Saratov
 regions. 
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