April 15, 2012 – May 10, 2012

Brief report on situation with xenophobia, racism and intolerance in Russian Federation.

The second half of April - early May was a time of rise in public activity around various symbolic dates for nationalist: April 20, May 1, May 9. In addition to this, an important event for the opposition forces and nationalists in particular, became a "March of Millions" in Moscow on the eve of the inauguration of the newly-elected president Vladimir Putin.

Besides, the construction of nationalist political parties continued. April 21 Interfax published a report on the Congress of leaders of the movement "Russians", where D.Demushkin was elected as a chairman of the party before filing for official registration with the Ministry of Justice. According to a member of the Political liberal party "Yabloko" Galina Mikhaleva out of 145 applications filed for the registration of political parties at least a quarter are the nationalist ones
. The registration process has started anew after amendments, that simiplified the registrations process as a concession to December protests across Russia.

Due to the coming into force of the legislation banning so-called “propaganda of homosexuality”, public discussions about homophobia have intensified. According to the poll which was conducted on April 14-15, homophobia in Russian society is very strong. 86% of Russians support a ban on the promotion of homosexuality among minors (ie, bans on public education programs). At the same time only 6% of Russians have experienced cases of “promotion of non-traditional sexual relationships”. One of the main problem with the bills is that they do not define at all the notion of “propaganda” and in reality represent the thinly veiled attempt to stigmatize homosexuality as such.  Repressions against the LGBT community continued by both the authorities and the nationalists. The recent report by Moscow Bureau for Human Rights in the second half of April highlights a  case of 16-year-old Ivan Kharchenko, who was forcibly sent by his father to the drug treatment clinic in Moscow after admitting that he is gay.  The case has caused a large public discussion and on April 25, after the reaction of civil activists and the media, he was released

In the second half of April and early May, there were hate-motivated attacks (often performed by groups) in different Russian cities. According to the website "Autonomous Action" on April 15, nationalists attacked anti-fascists in Ufa, a few days later one of antifascists was again attacked near his house.
 On the night of April 18 in the north of Moscow a group fight took place between locals and migrants from the Caucasus. According to the law enforcement agencies 10 to 20 people were beaten.
 On April 22 in Moscow, a 25-year-old citizen of Congo was beaten up.
 In Novosibirsk, during the May Day demonstration, nationalists attacked the LGBT activists, who also took part in the rally.
 On May 6, in Rostov-on-Don, a group of nationalists (not less than 10 people) killed a Turkish citizen, while his friend managed to escape with multiple wounds.
. On April 17, neo-Nazi Yuri Tikhomirov was sentenced for the murder of antifascist Ilya Japaridze in the summer of 2009
.

Around Hitler's birthday nationalist activity was traditionally intensified.  Neo-Nazi graffiti appeared on the walls in Krasnodar and St. Peterburg,
 leaflets were distributed in Volgograd
 and banners with portraits of Hitler hang at football matches in Moscow
 and Ryazan.
  In Nizhny Tagil  a group of young people organised a demonstration wearing imperial black-yellow-white flags with swastikas on banners.
 On April 22 a so called "white train car" action (organized beatings of all people with non-Slavic appearance in suburban trains, as well as those passengers who tried to stand up for them) in the trains Moscow-Tver, Moscow-Klin, Moscow-Konakovo.
 It is important to note the role of football fans in these events
.

According to the experts of the Information and Analysis center "SOVA" in April, the most significant public event of far right groups was a campaign in defense of the leader of the League of Defense of Moscow Daniil Konstantinov,  who has been accused in murder of a 24-year-old Muscovite Alexander Temnikov.
  Konstantinov was arrested in late March.  According to his lawyer he never met the victim and? moreover, he has an alibi and the reason of his accusation is that he organized a March against ethnic crime and took part in protest rallies in December and March this year.
. On April 30, opposition leaders signed a petition to the Prosecutor General and a number of other highly ranked people in support of D.Konstantinov.
 Daily pickets in support of Konstantinov him  were held next to Moscow's Investigative Committee by members of the League of Defense of Moscow, the movement "Russians",  and participant of so-called "Russian jogging."

After extensive preparation process, the May 1 the “Russian marches”, "Russian labour marches” and “Marches against ethnic crime” took place in Moscow, St.Petersburg, Ryazan, Tomsk, Nizhny Novgorod, Yekaterinburg, Perm, Kirov, Saratov, Murmansk, Kaliningrad.  They raised such themes as “ethic crimes”, legalization of weapons, messages of "Russian jogging" actions, anti-immigrant slogans and demands to abolish article 282 of the criminal code as a method to persecute political opponents and Russian patr

On May 6, according to "Sova", nationalists took part in the "March of millions" on the eve of president's inauguration. They were few, not more than 150 people, including representatives of the party "Great Russia" and the Russian Civil Union, as well as Dmitri Demushkin, who was detained along with several dozens far-right activists.
 When “the March of millions" finished in clashes with riot police, protests occured in the form of walks. On May 11, Alexander Belov, one of the leaders of the movement “Russians”, has declared the movements support for such walks
.

According to the group in the social network “Vkontakte” "Russian jogging" action took place in 88 Russian cities on May 8-9. This is the largest nationalist event to date and the community around it unites those who activate for “a healthy lifestyle” and nationalist youth.
 On May 12 the official groups online groups of "Russian jogging" were joined by 22,185 people. This movement is growing rapidly since 2011
.

In the second half of April and early May the Federal List of Extremist Materials was updated 7 times and now includes paragraphs 1133-1162.  The list includes now a number of [enophobic videos, including a movie, portraying murder of migrants by Nazi skinheads, xenophobic and anti-Semitic verses, pamphlets and leaflets, article about the"Aryan civilization" from a racist website of "White Tradition" society, materials of Ukrainian nationalists and Ukrainian historians in the Ukrainian language, as well as materials from the Islamic web-sites.
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